The Author of the Gospel of John
It is reasonably certain that the gospel  was written by the Apostle John. Irenaeus Bishop of Lyon wrote about AD 175 that the gospel was written by the Apostle John. He was a pupil of Polycarp who was contemporary with John.

John and his brother James were the sons of Zebedee and it is thought that his mother was Salome.

Zebedee had a fishing business which employed a number of people (Mark 1.19). The  business had a partnership with Peter
The belief that Salome was John’s mother is based on references relating to the women at the cross of Jesus – Matthew 27.55, Mark 15.40 and John 19.25. In total seven women are identified. Four women are called Mary: Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of Jesus, Mary the wife of Cleopas and Mary the mother of James and Joses. The remaining three women are described as Salome, the mother of Zebedees’s sons and the sister of Mary the mother of Jesus. It is possible that these three references in the different gospels refer to the same person. If Salome was the sister of Mary the mother of Jesus then John and Jesus would be cousins.

The impact of Jesus on the character of John

There is clear evidence that the character of John changed radically over the years as a result of  his closeness to Jesus, physically in the early years and spiritually in later years. The portrait of John that can be gleaned from the gospels shows him initially to have been high spirited and impetuous (Mark 3.17  sons of thunder), ambitious (Mark 10.35) and exclusive and intolerant (Mark 9.38). He also had a violent temper (Luke 9.54)
The letters that he wrote about AD 95 reveal a totally different character. They focus on the importance of love. This aligns closely with a document written by Jerome in 4th century which records that in the later years of his life when John was carried to meetings he constantly repeated: “Little children, love one another”.  
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Why factors prompted John to write the gospel?

The world of Christianity had changed since the first three gospels were written. It is estimated that at the close of 1st Century there were 100,000 Gentiles for every Jew. Gentiles knew nothing about genealogies or the kings of Israel eg David. There was a need to restate Christianity so that Gentiles could readily understand and relate it to their culture. John did not change the gospel, but presented it in a different way. 

There was also an increase in heresies, such a Gnosticsm, and they needed to be countered.
John’s CV

AD 26 Disciple of Jesus

            Mark 6.37-42 raising of Jairus’ daughter

            Mark 9.2 transfiguration

            John 20 3-8 Peter and John at the tomb

AD 30 - ? Galatians 2.9 pillar of church in Jerusalem

AD 70 Leader of church in Ephesus

AD 85 (?) Wrote Gospel 
AD 95 exiled to Patmos 35 miles off shore            
Wrote Book of Revelation +    3 letters

AD 100 +  Died in Ephesus 
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