Introduction
The Gospels

Christianity managed without any documents, we think, for the first 10 years of its existence. The message was spread entirely by word of mouth, firstly by people who were there, the apostles and others.

Then Mark wrote his gospel, probably relying on Peter for the information. Some time later Luke wrote his gospel and later the Acts of the Apostles. Some time after AD 70 Mathew published his gospel. Then a gap of about 15 years before John published his gospel. Throughout this period from AD 30 John was relying on his memory to preach.

Gospel of John

The Gospel is described as a pool which is so shallow at the edges that a child can paddle, yet so deep enough at the centre that an elephant could swim. Much of the gospel is quite straight forward, but some of it is profound. John’s gospel is an opportunity to see the Lord Jesus Christ through the eyes of a disciple whom Jesus loved. 

He wrote his gospel “So that you believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and that by believing you might have life in his name.” He wrote to encourage that uncountable number of Christians of his day and beyond and also for those who had not yet made a commitment to Jesus.

John’s gospel is an opportunity to see the Lord Jesus Christ through the eyes of a disciple who Jesus loved. 

Many differences compared to the other gospels:

· Not just what Jesus said, but what he meant

· Not just what Jesus did, but who he was 

It omits details other gospels include, no: 

· Birth account

· Baptism or temptation of Jesus

· No parables

It includes details not mentioned in the other gospels:

Marriage feast in Cana

Meeting with Nicodemus

Gives finer details of an eyewitness

Not just loaves brought by a boy, but barley loaves – memories of a man who was there.

John presents the scene of Jesus’ ministry as Jerusalem, other gospels Galilee.  

John spent more than half a century putting into practice the teachings of Jesus and he wrote his gospel to share his understanding of these teachings. He wanted to explain what  Jesus meant to him.  
