John 1
Read John 1. 1-18

The prologue to John’s gospel explains how God brought salvation to the world and in doing so acted in a new way. It sets out the central theme of the gospel which is to show that Jesus is the mind, the reason and the word of God and that he came into the world in the form of a human person.

The prologue starts with a link back to the creation of the world described in Genesis, but God was already there before this happened. God is outside time and there is no beginning. Before creation started there was the Word, which is the mind, the reason and the word of God.  

When John wrote the gospel about AD 85 the vast majority of Christians were Gentiles and one of John’s aims was to help them to understand God’s intervention. In the Gentile culture it was thought that everything in the world was controlled by a power know as ‘Logos’. The word means mind or reason. This power was thought to make the tides flow and keep the stars in the sky. In the prologue John is in effect saying that this power has come down to earth. Look at Jesus and see the mind of God.

From verse 4 onwards John explains the themes in the gospel that follows. The life he refers to is not the natural life-span of a person but everlasting life.  Light and darkness describe the contrast between understanding and ignorance. Jesus represents everlasting life and he brought understanding to the world which was in darkness. 
A main feature of the gospel is the presentation of witnesses to the greatness of Jesus, the Son of God. The witnesses are: John the Baptist, the followers of Jesus and the wonders performed by Jesus. The first witness, John the Baptist, is presented in verse 6.  The role of John the Baptist was to announce that the intention to   publish information about everlasting life would shortly be put into effect, because the true light was coming into the world. 
The religious leaders of the day, as well as the majority of people, rejected Jesus. This rejection was predicted by the Old Testament prophets. 

The remaining theme to be presented in the Gospel is glory, which can be described as the presence of God. 

Finally, John contrasts the role of Moses and Jesus. Moses brought the Law which pointed to the promised land. In contrast Jesus brought grace and truth and by looking at him, it is possible to see God.
The message of the prologue is that before the world began it was God’s plan to bring salvation to the inhabitants of the world. The plan was put into effect through Jesus. 
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