John 19
Read John 19. 1-16
Pilate had Jesus flogged. It is a short statement, but a long and painful process. Because Pilate considered Jesus innocent he probably ordered the flogging in the expectation that the Jews would be content that he had been punished and not press for execution.

The threat behind the statement of the Jews that if you let this man go you are no friend of Caesar, implied that they would appeal directly to the Emperor. 
The sixth hour ie noon in Jewish time but 9.0 am Roman time.  
Read John 19. 17-30 
The Crucifixion

Pilate was unwilling to change the inscription on the cross because this was the charge on which the execution was justified.
V18. Two criminals were crucified with Jesus, See Isaiah 53.9 Only by inspiration from God could Isaiah have predicted that the Messiah, the anointed one of God, would be associated with the wicked in his death.  Initially Jesus would have been assigned a grave with the wicked because the Roman soldiers would have been detailed to disposes of the bodies and the traditional place for such disposal was Gehenna, the continuously burning municipal rubbish disposal facility in Jerusalem.  
John does not record the mocking of Jesus by the priests, teachers of religious law, the passers by and the soldiers, but the other gospel writers do so. This was a fulfilment of Isaiah 53.3.

Only Mark records the darkness from noon to 3 pm and that at the end of this period the curtain of the Temple which separated the Holy Place from the most Holy Place was torn from top to bottom. The curtain was about 8 cm thick. This symbolised that the way to God was open to Jews and non Jews and that the New Covenant between God and man had now come into effect. 
V 24 -The Soldiers Cast Lots for Jesus' Clothing 
(Mark 15:24) The decision to gamble for his garment was also a fulfilment of prophecy See Psalm 22.18 divided clothes
V 28 Giving Jesus vinegar was a fulfilment of Psalm 69.21.  The Psalm is thought to foreshadow the sufferings of Jesus.
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Read John 19. 31-37

The ordeal of crucifixion could last for several days, but under Jewish law the body must be removed before nightfall. Breaking legs speeded up the dying process. Because Jesus was already dead his legs were not broken and this fulfilled the requirement that the bones of the Passover lamb should not be broken. Numbers 9.12.

Piercing Jesus’ side with a spear was the soldier’s way of making sure that he was actually dead.  After death the body fluids separate into a mixture of clotting blood and a watery substance.  This act by the soldier would refute the later claims that Jesus had not actually died, but merely swooned. This fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah 53.5(8th century) and Zechariah 12.10. (6th century). The Jewish method of execution was stoning and neither prophet would be unaware of crucifixion, which was introduced by Rome many centuries later.   
The water and blood are significant symbols. The water is the sign of baptism and God’s cleansing grace. The blood is the symbol of forgiveness and is represented by the wine in the communion service. 

When John wrote the gospel some six decades later there were different theories to deny the resurrection from the dead, but to counter them John stresses that: the man who saw it has given testimony V35.  

Read John 19. 38-42

Only Pilate could give permission for the body to be released from official charge. He would only grant permission if he was absolutely sure that Jesus had died. This is further evidence on which to dismiss claims that the resurrection can be explained by the fact that Jesus was not dead, but revived  in the tomb.
Joseph of Arimathea, a town north west of Jerusalem, was a member of Sanhedrin, see Luke 23.51, Luke explains that he had not consented to the Sanhedrin’s decision that Jesus was guilty of blasphemy. Nicodemus was also a member and presumably he did not consent either. 
Both Joseph and Nicodemus showed great courage in showing  their allegiance to Jesus and their action would alienate them from colleagues in the Sanhedrin.
In John 12.32 Jesus said: ‘But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself’. This is probably the first instance in which the power of the cross is demonstrated.
Joseph provided the tomb see Mat 27.60 and Nicodemus the clothes and spices in the same  quantities that would be used in a royal burial. 
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