John 2
John now presents the first of the signs which are a series of  signposts which take us through his story. They are moments when the angels are going up and coming down at the place where Jesus is. They are moments when the heaven and earth come together as they did when Jacob had his dream see Genesis 28. 10-16. In these moments the  transforming power of God’s love is seen.

Read John 2. 1-11
All the signs have more than a surface meaning. The miracle of changing the water into wine has a message about the Law and the mission of Jesus. The water jars represent the Law and the use of them shows that God is doing a new thing within the old system of the Law. Jesus’ mission is about transformation and the miracle shows that he has the power to transform the imperfection of the Law to the perfection of grace for everyone, not just for the people of Israel. Jesus is able to transform lives. The difference between before and after is the difference between water and wine. 
Read John 2. 12-35

The cause of Jesus’ anger was the way in which the holy Temple had been not just commercialised, but used to pursue corrupt practises. The trading was managed by the family of the High Priest and the operation was known as the Bazaars of the sons of Annas. There was resentment that the family had exploited their privileged position for financial benefit. 

There was a fixed charge for changing money into an acceptable currency for the temple tax of half a shekel, but when higher denomination coins were tendered the money changers levied a tax on the change as well as the half shekel.

Animals for sacrifice had to be approved by inspectors as free from blemish. To generate the sale of animals from Temple traders the inspectors would reject acceptable animals.    
By disrupting trading in the Temple Jesus was making a number of statements. The traders were exploiting people and Jesus’ message was that exploitation is nothing to do with serving God. His actions also showed that the ritual of sacrifice and all its trappings would be ended and that now is the time to have a new look at the Passover.
The disciples saw this event as a fulfilment of a prophecy, see Psalm 69 7-9 

Jesus was rejected and insulted. He was burned up with zeal for the house of God.

This brought conviction that he was the Messiah.

                                                                      1                                                       11/09

The Jews recognised that Jesus was making a claim to be the Messiah and they demanded a sign to prove his credentials. The response of Jesus was: “If you destroy this body, I will raise it in three days”. He was predicting his death and resurrection, but his answer was interpreted by his challengers as referring to the Temple structure. 
After his resurrection, the disciples recognised that Psalm 16.10 was a prophecy about the resurrection to Jesus. 
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