John 9

Jesus gave sight to the blind man on the Sabbath. The man was probably at the Temple entrance, which was the traditional place for all the disabled go beg for alms. As it was the Sabbath, the man would not be able to call out for alms, because that was forbidden under the law. 

Read John 9. 1-12 
In this chapter Jesus continues his theme: ‘I am the light of the world’. He brought light to the blind man.

The disciples questioned the source of the sin that had caused the man to be born blind, because  the Jews believed that all suffering resulted from sin. Their understanding was that  life was like a moral slot machine: sin in and suffering out – good deeds in benefits out. They saw God as a just God who always acted fairly. 
Jesus’ response was that sin was not the cause of the blindness, but this encounter happened so that the work of God might be displayed in the man’s life. God used the disability of blindness as a way of pointing people to Jesus. This was the work of God.
Jesus put mud on the blind man’s eyes for the benefit of the man and of the onlookers. It was important to see a process in operation. The process was a breach of the Sabbath law: making the mud or clay was work and applying a remedy was also forbidden. It was lawful to apply wine to the outside of the eye, because this could be classed as washing, but it was sinful to apply it to the inside of the eye, because this was applying a remedy.
Giving sight to a man who had been born blind was a particularly powerful miracle because as a baby grows, neural connections are made between the brain and the eye, so none of these connections would be in place. 

Read John 9. 13-23 
These verses illustrate how fear was driving events. The parents feared the Jewish authorities because they had the power to excommunicate them. This meant not just excluding them from the Temple and synagogue services, but cutting them off from day to day contact with friends, family and neighbours. Eating with someone who had been excommunicated was forbidden. 
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The Jews feared Jesus to the extent that they had decided to excommunicate any who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ, the anointed of God. This is an indication of the scale of the impact of Jesus on the people.
Read John 9. 24-34 
The testimony  of the man that Jesus had given him sight would be a long term threat to the argument of the Jews that Jesus performed miracles through the power of a demon inside him. They attempted to remove this threat by suggesting to the man that he should explain the miracle by ‘giving glory to God’ ie saying that his sight had been restored by God and not Jesus. This was also a let out for the man who knew he was facing excommunication if he attributed the miracle to Jesus. He declined this let out. 
The Jews knew all about the mission of Moses, but nothing about the mission of Jesus. They refused to connect the prophecies about the Messiah with Jesus.

The man exposed the weakness of the Jew’s case against Jesus by pointing out that there was a traditional belief in Jewry that  prayer demanded that a person was devout. Given this belief, how could the Jews say that Jesus was a sinner when he had restored his sight. 
His response resulted in excommunication. 

The formerly blind man progressively changed his mind about Jesus. He was:

· A man: verse 11

· A prophet: verse 17

· From God: verse 33
· One who was to be worshipped: verse 38. 

In this narrative John contrasts the man and the Jews. The man knew that he was blind and he responded to Jesus. The Jews did not recognize their spiritual blindness and they remained spiritually blind. 

                                                                                  2

