2 Timothy 4
Paul now brings to an end the long appeal to Timothy which started in Chapter 1.6. Paul knows he will die shortly and he gives Timothy the charge to carry on with his ministry. 
Read 2 Tim 4. 1-5
Paul now puts his letter against the background of the purpose of God. Timothy and himself are playing their roles in God’s purpose and making individual contributions to that purpose. But the purpose needs to be kept in mind: Jesus will appear and take up his kingdom and he will judge the living and the dead. Everyone, including the false teachers will have to give a final account at his appearing. This is the big picture. 
V2 Paul charges Timothy to preach the word, regardless of the season. This implies that he should continue to preach whether it is convenient for the hearers or not. 

The preaching should cover all situations and meet the need for correction, for rebuke and for encouragement. He is to do this with patience and careful instruction. Paul is asking for total dedication. 
V3. Paul warns that the situation will get worse after his death. Sound doctrine is a medical metaphor which represents the healthiness of teaching. This contrasts with the sickliness of false doctrine promoted by the diseased false teachers.  People will be attracted towards those who say what they want to hear, regardless of whether their message is true. 
V4. This will result in them not only turning away from truths, but also turning towards myths.  

Paul has now finished what he has to say about false teachers. 

Paul now contrasts Timothy with the false teachers. Timothy is to keep his head, or stay sober and keep self control. He is to stay focused on his role. 
Read 2 Tim 4. 6-8
This is the first time Paul mentions his imminent death and the fact that his ministry is over. Timothy is in the middle of his race, but Paul is at the finishing line. 

In these verses Paul  paints four pictures to show that he will receive a reward.

He is being poured out like a drink offering. Under the Law of Moses, all burnt offerings must be accompanied by a wine offering – See Numbers 15. 7 & 10. The wine was burnt in the fire and the result was a pleasing aroma.  Paul’s life was a pleasing aroma to God.
The next picture is a quayside with the ship, mooring ropes released, and moving out to sea. In the first century it was a common euphemism for death.  

40 3/09

The picture now changes to the athletics stadium. Paul has contested and finished the race. Throughout his life he was focused on the race and put all his effort into running.
The final picture is a court room. Here he receives the reward: the crown of righteousness. Just as Paul was made righteous in his life by the sacrifice of Jesus, so he will be righteous at the judgment for the same reason..
This apples not only to Paul, but to all who love his appearing. There was a message here for Timothy. 

Read 2 Tim 4. 9-18
The final paragraphs of Paul’s letter give an insight into the way in which Christianity had spread across the countries around the Mediterranean in the three and a half decades since Jesus launched his ministry. The map shows the location of people mentioned by Paul.  
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Because Paul wants to hand over the reins of leadership to Timothy and because he recognized that the end of his life is near, he appeals to Timothy to come quickly. In the first century travel was not quick and ‘quickly’ needs to be seen in this context. Paul had experienced the Roman judicial system earlier when it took 2 years to reach a decision. The hearing in Rome was probably many months away. The need for urgency was that Paul wanted Timothy to make the journey before winter, see verse 21.  There was no travel across the Mediterranean between November and March. Paul also wanted his cloak, see verse 13. 

Paul now explains why only Luke was with him at this time. He is disappointed that Demas has deserted him, because of his love of the world. Demas had worked with Paul for many years because he was with him during his first imprisonment about AD 60 and is mentioned in Colossians 4.14 and Philemon 24. There is no explanation as to why he had gone to Thessalonica, because that city has no reputation for loose living such as Corinth. 

Titus had moved on from Crete where he was leading the young church and was now in Dalmatia, modern Croatia/Bosnia. The area bordering the Adriatic Sea is still known as the Dalmatian coast. Titus had probably been replaced in Crete by Artemas. In Titus 3.12 Paul said that he would send either Tychicus or Artemas as a replacement. We know Tychicus was not in Crete so the conclusion is that Artemas was there. 

It is not known where Mark was, but he must have been somewhere on the route from Ephesus to Rome for Paul to say: ‘Get Mark’. 
V12. Tychicus was carrying Paul’s letter to Timothy, who he would replace.  Timothy must have known already that he was being replaced by Tychicus because Paul makes no mention of it in the letter. 
V13 Paul was anxious that his cloak, scrolls and parchments should be collected from the house of Carpus in Troas (Troy). This request gives some clues to what may have happened when Paul was arrested. Paul left Nicopolis in the spring of AD 66 on his way to Ephesus. We know that he was staying at the house of Carpus.  The fact that his belongings were left behind when he was arrested suggest a dawn raid on the house. Paul was probably whisked away down to a ship waiting in the harbour and then across the Aegean Sea to the Greek mainland. The route to Rome appears to have been across Greece, perhaps to Nicopolis and by ship to Italy.
It would have been very helpful if Paul had said a little more abut his scrolls and parchments. The scrolls may have been parts of the Hebrew scriptures (Old Testament). The parchments could have been letters he received, possibly drafts of the gospels of Mark and Luke, or his own thoughts about God and Jesus. Bound books, or codex, first came into use in the first century and it is known that Christians adopted the codex as an appropriate form for their Holy Book. It has been suggested that the invention of a book was a spin off from Christianity because there was a need to have several books bound together. By stitching or gluing sheets of paper or papyrus together a great deal of text can be held in the hand. Early Christians may have been the innovators in the art of book binding.
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Alexander the metal worker was probably the same Alexander who Paul excommunicated in  1 Timothy 1.19. He is mentioned again in 2 Timothy 2.17 as having left the truth. Paul’s mention of Troas and of Alexander in the following   sentence leads to the view that it was Alexander who was responsible for his arrest. This view is strengthened by the word translated as ‘did’ which in the Greek means to show or point out. So Alexander was probably the person who laid the information which resulted in Paul being arrested.

V 16. It is difficult to know whether Paul’s comment that no one gave support when his case was first heard is a precise expression of what happened. Luke appears to have been with Paul whilst he was in Rome and Tychicus, the carrier of the letter to Timothy was also probably there. Paul could mean that he had no official advocate. 
Delivery from the lion’s mouth is a poetic way of saying that the court did not reach a verdict.  Paul had experienced God’s care for him in many difficult situations. He was confident that this care would extend into the future and beyond death. 

Read 2 Tim 4. 19-22

Priscilla and Aquila have a long association with Paul. He first met with them in Corinth  (Acts 18.2) in AD 51. He lodged at their house because they were tent makers like Paul.  They went with Paul to Ephesus to help with the missionary work (Acts 18.18). They remained in Ephesus until at least AD 55 because Paul mentions them in his letter to Corinth 1 Corinthians 16.19. By AD 57 they have a house church in Rome (Romans 16.3). Currently, some 10 years later, they are back in Ephesus. 
This may be the Erastus mentioned in Romans 16.23, who was the director of public works in Corinth. A paving stone has been found in Corinth which bears the inscription  ‘Erastus bore the expense of this pavement’. 

V21 The appeal to get here before winter implies that the letter was written in the spring or early summer of  AD 66 or 67.

Paul sends greetings from members of the church in Rome and names three who were probably leaders. Claudia is a woman’s name.  Although Paul felt unhappy about the support he received in prison, there was contact with the church members in the city.
There is a tradition that Linus became bishop of Rome. 

The letter ends with a personal word for Timothy: ‘The Lord be with your spirit’ and with a word for the church: ‘Grace be with you’. 

There is no historical evidence to indicate what happened next. 
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