2 Timothy
Introduction

The fourth journey of the apostle Paul is not recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. But it is possible to piece together a broad picture of the places he visited from the two letters to Timothy and the letter to Titus. Paul wrote the first letter to Timothy and the letter to Titus from Philippi about AD 65. He then moved on to Nicopolis to spend the winter. The second letter to Timothy gives a number of clues about what happened after he left Nicopolis.

In the previous year, AD 64, the Roman world became hostile to Christians. Rome suffered a terrible fire that burned for six days and destroyed a quarter of the city. The people accused the Emperor, Nero, of starting the fire for his own amusement. Nero blamed the fire on the Christians who spoke about a new kingdom and a new king. Christians were rounded up and put to death in ways which created a spectator sport. They were covered with animal skins, worried by dogs and set alight. The persecution started  100 years of hostility to Christianity.  This change in the attitude of the Roman authorities to Christians opened the door for informers to take revenge very easily.

It is against this background that in the spring of AD 66 Paul set out from Nicopolis for Ephesus.  It is probable that he reached Troas where he was arrested. His arrest may have been instigated by Alexander (2 Timothy 4-. 13-15). Paul was then brought back to Rome where he had a preliminary hearing before a Roman tribunal and committed to a full trial.
When Paul wrote this letter he was in a cold dungeon in Rome, chained like a common criminal. Luke was with him, but other friends had difficulty finding him. 

Paul recognised that his life was nearing the end and he wanted to ‘pass the baton’ of leadership to Timothy. In the letter he appeals to Timothy to join him and leave the task in Ephesus to others, despite the fact that the situation in the city had deteriorated. 

The church was in the midst of a major crisis and it was impossible to see how events would develop. Perhaps now, more than at any time since Peter launched the church in his speech at the Feast of Pentecost in AD 30, there was a need for strong leadership to steer this ever growing body of followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
The task of steering had moved westwards over the years away from Jerusalem and towards the area around the Aegean Sea. Timothy had been groomed for leadership during the last two decades and now the handover of responsibility was close. This leadership role was especially important because what neither Paul nor Timothy knew was that within four years all the believers in Jerusalem would escape from  the city and take refuge in Pella, prior to its  destruction  by the Roman army.  Subsequent leaders of the church in Judea did not play any significant leadership role in the wider scene of Christianity across the Roman world. 
It is not known how effectively Timothy took on the leadership role, but we do know  that Ephesus continued to be the centre of activity and that from about AD 70 the Apostle John became the leader of the church. He had authority over other churches beyond Ephesus as made clear in 2 and 3 John.  He also wrote the Gospel of John and Revelation. 

There appears to be no outstanding leader of the church after the death of Paul. Missionary work continued and churches were founded in Bithynia and Pontus on the Black Sea coast. See 1 Peter. There was also missionary work in central Turkey and of the seven churches mentioned in Revelation, only two were founded by Paul. 

Another development that promoted Christianity was the publication of the gospels, the book of Acts, Revelation and other letters. 
Possibly Paul visualised the future in terms of the past and believed that everything depended on his successor continuing the role that he had played so successfully. This is one way of interpreting this last letter of Paul that has been preserved down the centuries.                                                                                                                                                                                   
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