The Letters of Paul to Timothy and Titus
Introduction

1 and 2 Timothy and Titus, written by the Apostle Paul, are known as the ‘pastoral’  letters because they are about the  care of the members of the churches in Ephesus and Crete.

They provide an insight into how the gospel of Jesus Christ was put into action some three decades after the church was founded in AD 30 on the feast of Pentecost. Their value lies in the way difficulties are highlighted and the advice Paul gives on how to respond. 

The pastoral letters were written sometime between AD 62 and 67, and although the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John)  had not yet appeared on the scene, it is possible to relate what Paul wrote to Timothy and Titus  in the closing stage of his life, to the message of Jesus three decades earlier. When Jesus died on the cross a new covenant between God and men came into effect. The veil in the temple was torn from top to bottom to show that the way into the holy of holies was now open to all men. Paul’s letters describe this new relationship between God and men. 
When Paul wrote the letters he would be in his early sixties. He had spent the previous five years in prison, 3 years in Caesarea and 2 years in Rome. It is thought that he was executed in Nero’s reign about AD 67.

The last five or so years of Paul’s life were spent on yet another missionary journey, the fourth journey. The book of Acts gives a complete account of the first three journeys, but is silent about the fourth journey. Luke appears to have completed Acts before the fourth journey started. From the information given in the New Testament it is possible to speculate on the places visited on the fourth journey, but there is not sufficient information to even guess at the route taken.   By looking at the journey and fitting in the places probably visited, it is possible to get a worthwhile background to the pastoral letters.  

Mission Planning Meetings – Rome AD62

The book of Acts concludes with Paul living under house arrest in his own rented house in Rome, Acts 28.30.  It is believed that he was released during AD 62. During this period of detention he wrote letters to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians  and to Philemon. The letters show that Paul recognised that the decision on his life could go either way. He makes it clear that he was prepared to die. Towards the end of the two years it appears that Paul believed the prospect of release was much greater, because in the letter to the Philippians there is a hint of acquittal. As the prospect of release grew stronger Paul may have called a Mission Planning Meeting to work out how he could take advantage of the expected freedom.  
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The mission planning meeting is speculation, but by speculating in this way it is possible to get a feel of the situation and to see how Paul and those people close to him, may have responded to the prospect of more missionary work. 

People who could have taken part in such a meeting include: Paul, Timothy (Colossians 1.1) Aristarchus and Mark (Colossians 4.10), Luke and Demas (Colossians 4.14). Although Titus is not mentioned in the letters written during the two years of house arrest, it is possible that he was also present with Paul in Rome. 

This tightly knit group certainly worked in close partnership with Paul over a period  and there is no reason to believe that the partnership working did not continue during the house arrest. Paul was guided by the Holy Spirit on his earlier journeys and there is no reason to believe that he was not so guided on his fourth journey. Paul was a man of prayer as all his letters show, and the mission plan would be a matter of prayer. 

The optimism and the belief that God was with them which shows in the pastoral letters would certainly have been with them as the planning went ahead. 
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