Titus 3
In the previous chapters Paul has looked at relationships between believers, but now he turns to relationships with outsiders. He gives advice about living in the state and in society. 

Read Titus 3. 1-11 

Crete, as other Mediterranean countries, was under Roman occupation, and nationalism was always a potential for disturbing the peace. Civil obedience is a Christian obligation and followers of Jesus should obey the government that rules their country.  Paul did not want the Christians to involve themselves in political arguments or nationalists causes. Instead, they should be prepared to do good things. In that way, they would serve the people in their society. 
The Christian attitude to the outside world is summed in the phrase: show true humility to all men. 

In v 3 Paul describes how he and the Cretans were before coming to Jesus. His description is quite a mild portrayal of self-centredness and does not include any that would be excluded from society because of their anti social behaviour. The contrast between what is expected in the life of a believer and this description is however very marked.
V4. Paul now gives a further summary of Christian doctrine to supplement the summary given in 2. 11-14. The kindness and love of God appeared in the form of Jesus, salvation came through God’s mercy, not because of any righteous things that had been done. Salvation comes through the washing of re-birth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.  Jesus explained this process to Nicodemus in John 3. 
The result was that believers became justified by faith to become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

V9. The false teachers would presumably take every opportunity to get their views across and it would be a natural reaction to challenge their views in debate. In Paul’s view debate is unprofitable. His advice to Titus is: don’t be drawn into discussion. Give divisive people two warnings and make it clear that it’s two shots and you’re out. Such people are warped and sinful and self-condemned.
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Read Titus 3. 12-15 

Paul has decided to winter at Nicopoilis, which is about 200 miles north west of Athens but he is undecided about who should replace Titus in Crete. Demas, the lawyer and Apollos  are probably the carriers of this letter  and they were on their way to some other destination. It is likely that Apollos is the well known orator from Alexandria who is mentioned in Acts and 1 Corinthians. Nothing is known about Demas. 

V14 links back to v 8 – devote themselves to what is good. Paul is re-enforcing the message that the churches in Crete must be dedicated to doing good and that this should include providing for daily necessities of those in need. The lives of church members must be productive.

V15 No names are mentioned about those who were working with Paul at this time when he wrote the letter, probably from Philippi, but Titus would know who made up the team. 

Benefits of the letter to Titus and members of the churches in Crete
Titus’ position in Crete was strengthened by the letter because it gave him personal authorization  for the work he was doing. 

By setting out the leadership qualities Titus should look for, it made the leadership appointment process much more transparent. Everyone could see why some were given leadership responsibilities and why some were not. 

The two summaries of Christian doctrine would help the believers to recognise better the false teaching that some church members were promoting.
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Summary of Christian Doctrine
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The Process of Salvation
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Jesus paid the price for sin (redeemed) and purified  his followers. 2.14





Hope of eternal life. Salvation. 2.11 & 3.7





Justified (made righteous) by grace,  hope of eternal life. 3.7





Grace and mercy of God, which brings salvation, appeared in Jesus: born, died, raised 


2.11 and 3. 4 & 7. Ephesians 2.8





Response to God:


self control


godley


upright


2.12 Romans 12. 1-2 Matthew 5.3





Eager to do good. 2.4














Looking for the appearing of Jesus


2.12





Washing of re-birth 3.5





Renewal by Holy Spirit. 3.5








