Paul’s Letter to Titus – Introduction
It is likely that Paul wrote the first letter to Timothy and the letter to Titus at the same time. He probably wrote from Philippi about AD65. At this time Paul was well into his fourth missionary journey which ran for some 5 years, from AD 62, when he was released from imprisonment in Rome, to AD 67 when he was executed.  It is thought that this journey took him all around the Mediterranean and included a visit to Spain. 

The fourth journey included supporting existing churches, such as Ephesus where Timothy was working, and setting up new churches, such as those in Crete, where Paul and Titus had recently spent time and where Titus was continuing to work. Paul usually worked with a team and from his letter to the church in Colosse, written during his first imprisonment, we learn the names of some of the team. In addition to Timothy and Titus there are Mark, Luke, Aristarchus, Demas, Justus and Epaphrus. The letter to Titus closes with greetings from ‘everyone with me’. We can only speculate on which team members were with Paul at this time.  
Titus was a Gentile, but unlike Timothy, nothing is known about his home town or how he became a follower of Jesus. Titus is not mentioned in the book of Acts. Paul describes him as a ‘true son’, which implies that he was his spiritual father and had a responsibility for his commitment to Jesus. From Galatians 2.3 we learn that Titus accompanied Paul on a visit to Jerusalem. It is uncertain whether the journey referred to took place in AD 43 or 50, but whichever is the actual date it means that Titus had been working with Paul for at least 15 years. Timothy joined Paul in AD52, when Titus had already spent two years as a team member.

The most revealing reference to Titus is in 2 Corinthians 7. 6-7 where Paul expresses his relief that Titus has arrived safely from Corinth and that the problems in the Corinthian church had been largely resolved. In AD 55 the church in Corinth was in poor shape. There was sexual immorality. Allegations against Paul included wrongdoing, corruption and exploitation. There was a specific allegation that Paul was misusing the funds collected for donation to the Jerusalem church.  Paul wrote a stern letter to get the church back on track. It is uncertain whether this was the first letter to the Corinthians, or another letter that is not included in the New Testament. Titus delivered the letter and managed the recovery programme. This achievement showed outstanding leadership qualities.
Crete was a particularly challenging area in which to work. In the letter to Titus, Paul reveals the reputation of the inhabitants of the island. They are described as: liars, evil brutes and lazy gluttons. 

There are marked similarities between the first letter to Timothy and the letter to Titus.

They are both concerned with the practicalities of leadership and of the challenge of responding to false doctrine. The letter to Titus also reveals details of Paul’s future plans. 
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